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Dear 
 
Our Exhibition is nearly upon us and I’m sure you are all 
busy preparing items for sale/display.  This year the 
theme is ‘Captivating Colour’. 
 
I must tender my apologies to Peter Goodman for calling 
him ‘John’ in the June Newsletter – it was definitely a 
‘senior moment’! 
 
There is still a great reluctance to report on meetings 
and we still need a reporter for November.  Please do 
not leave it to the same people every time!  This is your 
Newsletter and if more members contribute it provides a 
greater variety of interest.   Reports don’t have to be too 
‘technical’ and spelling and grammar can be edited.  We 
are a friendly Guild and really ‘don’t bite’, so please don’t 
be afraid to have a go!  Also, if you have watched a TV 
programme or seen a printed article about weaving, 
spinning or dyeing which you think would be of interest 
to other members, please write a short piece about it 
which can be put into the Newsletter under ‘Media 
Material’.  All contributions are welcome. 
 
You will be pleased to see that we have a letter from 
Robert Exon in this issue, updating us on his progress in 
Wales.  He is certainly keeping busy!  I’m sure we all 
wish him well, especially learning the Welsh language! 
 

Margaret 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
A selection of mobile/glasses cases for display at our Exhibition 

 
 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
 

• Library News  
 

The Golden Thread by Kassia St Clair – How fabric 

changed history; published by John Murray 

Phyllis recently recommended to this book and, as she 

won’t be buying a copy for the library because of 
limitations of space, you may borrow her copy instead. 

It’s not a dry history with dates and events but a concise 
examination of the role fabric plays in our lives now and 
has over history, since our ancestors learned to spin and 
weave fibre.  It’s especially topical now with the review 
of our lifestyle that climate change is forcing on us: 
cheap clothing; garments worn once and thrown away; 
recycling and the ramifications of our unsustainable way 
of life. It’s full of interesting detail – I’d always assumed 
Vikings would have had linen sails for their ships, but not 
so.  There are interesting chapters on silk, linen, wool, 
cotton, rayon, fibres for clothing for space and 
mountaineering, sports fabrics and even spider silk. 

The author examines the fibres we use today along with 
some new ones and her thorough research into the 
effects of these on the people who work in the factories 
producing them and, ultimately on the environment, 
should be compulsory reading for designers, fibre 
artists, knitters, in fact all of us who use fibre in any way. 
Those plastics found in the sea start off as garments in 
our washing machines and much synthetic fibre is not 
recyclable.  Do read this book and find out more. 

Val Conway 

NEWS:  P & M are retiring  

As of 25th July, the Threshing Barn are taking over our 

business.  You can contact the Threshing barn on 
https://threshingbarn.com/.  Telephone: 01 748 884025 
or 01969663191  

The East Sussex Guild of Weavers, 
Spinners and Dyers 

www.esgwsd.org.uk         secretary @esgwsd.org.uk 
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• A Warm welcome to the following new/rejoined 
members: 
 
 Gill Moore, Burgess Hill 
 Sandy Hilly, Lewes 
 Maureen Raven-Smith, Laughton 
 Jane Marlow, Seaford 
 Fiona Johnson, Chelwood Gate 
 Sarah Sellis, Lewes 
 
A LITTLE REMINDER 
 
The printed Newsletters are available at the 
FEBRUARY, JUNE and OCTOBER meetings.  Please 
make sure that you pick up your copy at these meetings.  
If you are unable to collect your copy in person, it may 
be possible for another member living in your area to 
collect it for you.  It is very frustrating (not to mention 
costly) having to post copies to members who you know 
attended the meeting. 
 
CORRECTION 

 
Val Conway's article in the last Newsletter omitted a 
relevant detail which lost the most important piece of 
evidence about the date of the start of our Guild!  She 
had found in the Volume 1 No 1 Spring 1951 issue of 
the Handweaver and Spinner a little box on page 13 with 
the following notice: 
 

A New Sussex Guild is to be formed near Hastings. If 
any readers are interested, they can contact Elizabeth 
Scott who will put them in touch with the Secretary.   
 

Elizabeth Scott was the editress of the magazine. 
 

Val's article continued:  
 
By cross referencing these with the issues of the Journal 
of that time, I’m able to establish when the Sussex Guild 
started and this may enable us to celebrate our 70th 
Anniversary in 2021. 
 
Perhaps we should start to plan a celebration for 
this great event! 
 
Posted Journals 
 
Although I will continue to operate the ‘Collect at 
meetings’ option I have decided not to continue the 
service of posting Journals to members after this 
Winter’s issue.  
 
This is because it is so much cheaper for individual 
members to subscribe as their Journals are posted at 
bulk mail rates, but also because the Post Office now 
discourages me from buying stamps and sticking them 
on at home. Instead I have to queue up in the Post 
Office, where each single Journal envelope is weighed, 
the address and Post Code keyed in and a sticky label 
printed and pasted on (with the backing paper 
discarded). It all takes a very long time, the queue builds 
up behind me - and I consider it a terrible waste of 
paper. I understand that individual subscription Journals 
are sent out earlier and posted in re-useable, 

biodegradable (potato-based) sleeves, so for you it is a 
win-win situation. 
 
To order Journals for 2020 to be posted to your address 
either send a cheque for £18 payable to The Journal for 
Weavers, Spinners & Dyers to Sarah Pape, 2 Rothley 
Hall, Longwitton, Northumberland NE61 4JX 
(subs@journalwsd.org.uk) or order via the website: 
www.journalwsd.org.uk where you will see the options 
available. Don’t be put off by seeing the price of £20 – 
when you click to say you are a Guild member it will be 
reduced to £18. 

Joan Rippengal 
 
OBITUARIES 
 
Long term members will doubtless remember Katie Gill 
and Mary Mead, both of whom died in July. Each had 
memorably kind, warm personalities and were highly 
gifted in their crafts. 
 
Katie was a superb spinner who knitted up her yarn into 
really attractive and beautifully finished garments. These 
were always snapped up quickly at our Guild 
Exhibitions. 
 
Mary was a weaver and her speciality was fine ‘white–
on-white’ using silk. She often had a stand at our 
Exhibitions and sold her exquisite scarves and stoles. 
 
Also, in July we were very sad to hear of the death of 
Nancy Lee Child, founder of the Handweavers Studio 
and Gallery (originally in Walthamstow, now in Seven 
Sisters Road, London). Although she was born in New 
York, Nancy played a really important part in the lives of 
weavers in this country – a huge personality with a 
wealth of knowledge and a wonderful way of transmitting 
it to others. It’s really impossible to describe her 
adequately, but once met, never forgotten. She was a 
regular and favourite stall-holder at our Exhibitions, 
bringing an extensive supply of equipment, yarns and 
books, and also gave amusing, inspiring and stimulating 
talks to the Guild on several occasions.  
 
A number of members at the July meeting jotted down 
their memories and thoughts of Nancy, and most wrote 
what a lovely lady she was, and how much she will be 
missed 
. 
‘Nancy was a larger than life character and so willing to 
help.’ 
‘I have wonderful memories of Nancy; such a lovely 
lady, always good for a laugh and willing to help you’. 
‘Nancy was a lovely lady, always an inspiration, with 
answers to most of our problems.’ 
‘I was about to buy a tapestry beater from Nancy – she 
said (in her trans-Atlantic accent) use a fork! Happy 
memories of a great character.’ 
‘I remember Nancy at the Guild Exhibitions. She was 
always more than happy to chat and impart her wisdom.’ 
‘I have wonderful memories of Nancy and her coloured 
yarns at our Exhibitions – and who could resist 
purchasing bags full of wonderful yarn – much of which I 
am still using.’ 

mailto:subs@journalwsd.org.uk
http://www.journalwsd.org.uk/
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‘Nancy was a stalwart of the spinning and weaving 
scene. A lively lady who inspired so many people.’ 
‘I remember meeting Nancy after a very long walk from 
the tube station and was blown over with the vibrant 
colours in the shop. Then at a stall she had at 
Spitalfields market. She was always enthusiastic 
meeting new craft people.’ 
‘She was a fantastic trader for many years at our 
Exhibitions. Nancy came to our Guild as a speaker and 
never failed to amuse us, describing the long fringes on 
our woven scarves as sexy.’ 
 
Elizabeth Jackson (who has worked at Handweavers) 
was not at the July meeting, but has written the 
following: 
 
I remember Nancy when I worked full-time in London 
and only managed to get to Handweavers in 
Walthamstow on Friday evenings when there was a ‘late 
night’. Nancy gave up the Friday evenings in order to 
‘get a life’. She was a larger than life character, always 
full of advice. Nancy was generous, for example, 
sending out freebies to subscribers of the magazines 
she sent out. She was a good businesswoman but ran 
Handweavers on a shoestring. I am upset to hear of her 
passing. Rest in peace, Nancy. 
 

Joan Rippengal 
 
Nancy Lee Child –Remembered 
 
As a mature member of the Guild I have been privileged 
to have known and worked with Nancy over many years. 
Those who do know her will remember her as the 
ebullient, highly-skilled and delightful person she was. 
 
I don’t know how she came over here, but her soft 
American voice stayed with her.  She opened the 
Handweavers Studio and Gallery in a little house in East 
London and it wasn’t long before it became a centre, 
drawing in all those intrigued and excited by our skills; 
weaving, spinning and dyeing.  Gradually she brought in 
experts in all skills and classes at the Studio introduced 
more and more people and her own extensive 
knowledge supplied us with a huge variety of yarns and 
needs. 
 
When ESGWSD were running 3 exhibitions; one each at 
Lewes Town Hall and our own marquee ‘World of Wool’ 
at the South of England Show, we first asked her to join 
us as an exhibitor and seller at Lewes.  What a huge 
advent that was with her colourful display and her 
evident interest in all around her.  Her stall became a 
marker for visiting Guilds.  After all, East London was a 
long way to go (even though her postal service was 
prompt, accurate and second to none), no problem was 
too small but had her full attention to help solve. 
 
Apart from her own weaving skills, I had the privilege of 
working with her when she was judging entries for the 
National Show.  As we undid the varied parcels, some of 
the judges kept within their own skill remit, but Nancy 
provided a ‘joie de vivre’, which I am sure enhanced the 
shows that they reached.  I remember undoing a huge 
parcel and out came a large bright red bath mat with 2” 

cut warp and beautifully finished base.  There was a 
hush and then Nancy said “Well, hygiene or not, I just 
have to put my toes into that – imagine getting out of the 
bath to such comfort!” 
 
She was, of course, an efficient business woman and 
when Handweavers was sold, she took a stall at 
Spitalfields Market where she, somewhat reluctantly but 
with enthusiasm, gradually parted with her collection of 
treasures.  Mostly boxes of all shapes and sizes, and 
children’s books – she had such a good eye.  When I 
saw here there everyone knew Nancy and she was soon 
a leader of the stallholders and much respected by all 
her fellows. 
 
That was Nancy; skilled, open-hearted and one of those 
people I am sure I am not the only one to feel privileged 
to have known. 
 
Thank you, Nancy. 

Margaret Tawse 
 
DAYS OUT AND COURSES 
 
November 23rd - Woven Tapestry Pod Workshop, 
Forest Row  
 
Margaret Jones will be teaching students how to weave 
a 3D ‘pod' and give them the opportunity to weave their 
own pod to take away. The workshop also includes 
information on the use of different materials to produce 
different results i.e. soft organic pods or hard boxlike 
structures and lots of samples will be available to 
examine.   
 
You will work on a ready warped tapestry frame, or you 
can bring your own, and we will provide a full range of 
weavers’ bazaar coloured yarns to weave with.   
 
Refreshments will be provided but bring your own lunch. 
The workshop runs from 10am - 4pm.  
 
Early Bird price of £60.00 will apply until 2nd November 
thereafter £85. No parking available on site—please 
walk-in. 
 
Blackbirds Studio, Blackbirds, 1 Highgate Works, 
Tomtits Lane, Forest Row RH18 5AT  
Phone: 07801607286  
E-mail: info@weaversbazaar.com 
Website: www.weaversbazaar.com 
 
July 2020 - UK Tapestry Workshops with Maximo 
Laura  

Maximo Laura, a National Treasure of Peru, and his 

daughter Paola, are coming to the UK to give three 5- 
day workshops in July 2020: 

Kenilworth Warwickshire 13th -17th July – not 
suitable for people with mobility issues as the venue is 
on the second floor and no lift unfortunately. 

• Coltishall, Norfolk 20th - 24th July 

• Cheriton Hampshire 27th - 31st July 

mailto:info@weaversbazaar.com
http://www.weaversbazaar.com/
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The maximum number of participants on each workshop 

is 12.  Looms and materials included, plus tea / coffee 

The costs for the 5-day workshop is £685.  A £100 

deposit will be required on confirmation of you place on 
the workshop, with the balance due by 31st May 2020.  

If you wish to apply for a place on any of the workshops, 
then please email info@wovencolour.co.uk as these 
workshops are filling up fast.   

 
FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS   
 

Friday October 25th and Saturday October 26th -The 
Guild Exhibition 

Our Guild Exhibition takes place at Lewes Town Hall, 
Fisher Street, Lewes BN7 2QS.  Admission £4 

The theme is ‘Captivating Colour’. Members will be 
spinning silk to make woven scarves which will be 
raffled at the exhibition.  This exhibition is a showcase 
for items made by our members. Members are also able 
to sell all kinds of woven, spun, knitted and felted items. 
There are lots of trade stands selling all things fibre and 
spinning and weaving related and there is an opportunity 
to buy second hand equipment.  The exhibition also 
includes opportunities to try various skills with this skills 
section being particularly interesting to children.   

Also new to the exhibition will be a display of small 
cases which could be used for glasses, mobile phones 
or ipads. They can be woven, felted, dyed or knitted 
from handspun yarn, and should embody the exhibition 
theme of ‘Captivating Colour’. 

The following traders will be at our Exhibition: 

 

❖ Ananuca (Wildwoven) 

❖ Arabesque Braids 

❖ Battle Spinning & Weaving (Ashford equipment) 

❖ Briarbank Rainbows 

❖ Diamond Fibres 

❖ The Dunsmore Nepalese Textile Trust 

❖ Franziska Wieser 

❖ Isle Inspired Yarn 

❖ IST Craft 

❖ John Arbon Textiles 

❖ The Knitknacks 

❖ Knitwit UK 

❖ The Little Grey Sheep 

❖ MOMO 

❖ My Fine Weaving Yarn (Toika looms and 
equipment) 

❖ Textile Garden 

❖ Uppingham Yarns 

❖ Watercolours and Lace 

❖ Weavers Bazaar 

❖ Westfield Farm 

❖ Woolcraft with Wensleydale 

 
An Update on our Exhibition 
 
We hope most members will have completed their 
work for sale and display by the September meeting 
so that the Committee can work out how to display it 
all advantageously. 
 
One or two items may need explanation for new 
members, such as the Health Forms, which all 
volunteers will be asked to complete before they 
take up their posts.  These will be held safely and 
unopened unless needed in an emergency. 
 
If you are coming to demonstrate or take over on 
one of the tables, please do arrive early.  Name 
badges will be given out when you arrive 
at the Town Hall.   
 

November 30th 2019 to January 5th 2020 

‘Spinning a Yarn, Weaving a Thread’ – An exhibition of 

work by the Hampshire Guild of Weavers, Spinners and 
Dyers at Whitchurch Silk Mill, 28 Winchester Street, 
Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7AL 

Open: Tuesday to Sunday 10.30am to 5pm 

Closed: Half day on 24th December and all of 25th and 
26th 

Children’s Workshops: 14th & 15th December 

Silk Mill Admission charges apply 

www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk 

 
19th – 21st June 2020 : Colour – The Full Spectrum 
Association of WSD - Guilds Gathering 
 
Residential and non-residential weekend event at the 
University of Worcester.  Keynote speakers, practical 
sessions, demonstrations, talks; Saturday evening 
dinner. 
Further details from:  guildsgathering@wsd.org.uk 
 
An Update on the National Exhibition 2020, Open 
and Juried Sections  
 
Open Section - “Still Waters”  
 
A textile piece in any discipline to fit within a 6inch/15cm 
ring. A metal ring, a wooden embroidery ring or a 
cardboard circle covered with dyed and embroidered 
fabric are all appropriate. Everything submitted will be 
displayed, but it must not exceed 6 inches/15cms in 
diameter. 
 

mailto:info@wovencolour.co.uk
http://www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk/
mailto:guildsgathering@wsd.org.uk
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We envisage the rings being displayed hanging against 
a wall, one above the other, possibly from a long 
horizontal pole, so they will need a small hanging loop at 
the top and bottom. 
 
Your name and guild must be clearly marked on the 
back, and our aim is to have a key so you can work out 
who has made each piece. 
 
Juried Section - “Coal, Cotton, Canals” 

 
Please do not be put off by the title! It seemed an 
appropriate suggestion from Leigh Spinners Mill during 
our first meeting there in 2017, and it can be interpreted 
as broadly as you like. 
 
Inspiration - Have a look at the Singh Twins website for 
information on their Slaves to Fashion exhibition, which 
looks absolutely gorgeous, but highlights the darker side 
of textiles including cotton. 
 
Take inspiration from colour - For example, the purples 
of mauvine dyes from coal, or the bright reds, greens, 
yellows, and blues of canal art. 
Have a look at industrial architecture or include some 
cotton in your piece. 
 
Between 62 and 74 metric tons of coal per year are still 
used in the Textile, Clothing and Leather Industry in the 
UK, so that is something to think about. 
 
Your piece will be accepted whether or not you are 
inspired by the theme, providing that it conforms to the 
Criteria, which are on the WIP. Please, also make sure 
you include a feelie piece (8x12cms) or a skein of yarn if 
you are submitting spun yarn.  
 
These, along with a good quality photo, are essential for 
the Selectors to make their decisions. 
 
Key Dates: 
 
Entries for Selection (feelie pieces and A4 photos) to be 
posted about 25th May 2020 to arrive no later than June 
8th. 
 
Selected items to be posted about 29th July 2020 to 
arrive no later than 12th August. Rings to be posted 
about 5th August 2020 to arrive by the 19th August. 
 
The 2020 National Exhibition runs from the 5th to the 
20th September 2020 at Leigh Spinners Mill (WN7 
2LB), organised by North West and On-line Guilds. 
 
More information is available on a  
National Exhibition 2020 page on the WIP. 

 

COMING SOON     
 
Saturday 19th October at 1.30pm - 'My Textile 
Journey'  
A talk by Alison Crosthwaite  
 

*Saturday 9th November 2019 at 1.30 - 'Accidental 
Weaver'  
A talk by Fay Hankins. 
*(Please note the date of this meeting) 
 
Saturday 21st December 2019 - Christmas Lunch  
 
 
REPORTS OF MEETINGS 
 
Saturday 15th June – Dipping into Design 
Report by Ann Dishman 
 
Janet Crowther of the Kent Guild visited to give us a talk 
entitled “Dipping into Design”. 
 
Janet started by discussing some of her background and 
how she first got into design and emphasised that 
research is the key to design. She always maintains a 
notebook, not just for designs but for collecting ideas 
and inspirations, patches of fabric and any other 
resources that she feels may be of use in her projects. 
Ideas can come from many sources at any time and 
sketching in the notebook ensures these are not 
forgotten. 
 
Then she suggested the audience participate in a simple 
and fun exercise. She first asked a number of questions 
prompting everyone to select colours using various 
criteria which got everyone thinking about colour from 
many new angles. 
 
The exercise continued thinking about how the audience 
related colours to emotions, again through a variety of 
questions that opened up new avenues of thought. 
 
The next part considered the effect of drawing shapes 
using the colours each member had selected, first in a 
general manner, then using random every-day items to 
prompt ideas on shapes. 
 
Finally, she introduced the use of tonal variation to add 
and emphasise and balance the designs that had been 
created during the day. By the end of Janet’s visit, 
everyone had a unique design based on personal 
resources they had not appreciated they had around 
them. It was a wonderful and lively talk and activity, 
greatly appreciated by the audience, with much laughter 
throughout the day. 
 
 
Saturday 20th July - Spinning Skills Day  
Report by Trudie Jacobs 
 
What can you say about a skills day that is different, well 
hopefully everyone enjoyed themselves. I certainly did.  
 
It was a very busy day with a great variety of crafts 
overlapping with a great variety of spinning wheels. The 
sales tables had some different pieces as someone, I 
forget who, was helping rehome some equipment, in 
addition to the lovely wool bats.  
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I was delighted and surprised that we had several 
guests, two of which had come having heard about the 
Guild at the South of England Show. It was nice to feel 
that the work put into the display and all the talking was 
worthwhile. 
 
I have to say that I didn’t get quite as much spun I’d 
hoped but it was still a great day. 

Saturday 17th August - Craft and Conversation 

Report by Margaret Hemmings 

This was listed as ‘Craft and Conversation’ as most of 
the day was taken up making various small items for our 
October Exhibition; which definitely was ‘crafty’ and I did 
hear lots of ‘conversation’!  Tables were laid out with 
handspun yarn, pieces of woven fabric, knitting needles, 
sewing machines, and other ‘crafty goodies’ ready for 
members to make their chosen items.  A good supply of 
dried lavender was available for those choosing to make 
lavender bags.  I chose to crochet one, but was keeping 
my fingers crossed that the lavender wouldn’t poke 
through the crochet!  Luckily, I didn’t have that problem.  
Several members were covering notebooks with the 
woven materials provided and everyone was busy using 
the materials provided.  I heard sewing machines 
whirring away and knitting needles clicking.  Actually, 
‘Craft and Conversation’ was exactly what was going on 
and we all enjoyed making ‘something different’! 
 
During the ‘Show and Tell’, Geoff showed his latest 
Blackwork creation and Jenny has sent me 2 photos of 
this. 
 

 
 

 

LETTER FROM THE LAND OF DRAGONS 

 
Dear All, 
 
I trust this finds you well, I imagine busy in the run-up to 
the Exhibition.  I hope that everyone is relaxed and 
getting along well, and that the creative juices are 
flowing! I regret I won't be there to enjoy it with you - my 
'high visibility' vest sits unused in my van!   
 
I am missing you all, the lively, friendly meetings and all 
the expert advice and encouragement. That said, I have 

found a new 'home' with the Llyn Guild - much smaller 
than East Sussex, about 40 minutes away in the car, 
and with fewer weavers. Indeed, I think I'm the relatively 
'expert' weaver in the group, although there is one 
woman who has invited me to have a go on her floor 
loom at some point.  The deal is that she will need help 
warping it up first!  I'm missing the guidance from so 
many of you experienced weavers - but it makes me 
realise how lucky I've been these last few years, and 
very appreciative of the solid foundation you've given 
me.  Diolch yn fawr eto!  (Many thanks again!) 
 
Having got me going with spinning and weaving, what I 
think the Llyn Guild will be able to help me with now is 
the last core area - dyeing.  They are having a Dyeing 
Picnic this week as their August meeting, hopefully 
outside if the weather is fine, with all sorts of dyes on 
offer - all I have to do is turn up with some suitable yarn 
and/or fleece, and a packed lunch to share! I'm looking 
forward to that - and I suspect it'll capture my interest as 
much as spinning and weaving have. 
 
I've also attended a meeting of the Gwynedd Guild, but 
that's even further away (about an hour's drive, albeit 
through stunning Snowdonia landscapes).  They're also 
quite small, but just as friendly and welcoming.  I'm 
hoping to get to some of their meetings from time to 
time. Possibly worth noting, I may be the only man in 
both these local Guilds!   
 
I've also connected with a group called Calon Wlan 
(literally Heart of Wool) that is particularly interested in 
promoting Welsh Wool, and especially bringing together 
the producers of fleeces and those of us who use them 
in our various ways.  They had a Summer Fayre recently 
in the barn of a National Trust working farm, at which I 
demonstrated weaving and, for the first time, brought 
along a collection of my work to sell. People were very 
interested in the weaving and impressed with my wares, 
but no-one actually bought anything! Still, it was a good 
day. I'm hoping that in the coming months, and 
especially as winter approaches, I'll have more 
opportunities to demonstrate and more luck selling some 
of my scarves.  Fingers crossed! 
 
In the meantime I was very happy to have been 
contacted by Gaynor, your new Mayoress, and been 
able to supply a scarf that will be a gift to the Mayor of a 
twinned city in Germany.  I hope he likes it!  Thank you, 
Gaynor! 
 
 
As many of you know, I've also enjoyed singing in 
amateur choirs these last few years - Pro Musica in 
Lewes, and the Brighton Orpheus Choir.  It was 
definitely my intention to carry on singing sooner or later, 
but I have been very fortunate to have found a local 
village community choir (Cor Penmachno) very soon 
after my arrival in the area.  Not only that, they had 
secured a place to perform at the National Eisteddfod 
which this year was held in Llanrwst, about 20 minutes 
from where I'm now living. The choir is a mixture or 
Welsh and English speakers, and they usually perform 
songs in both languages, as well as classical pieces in 
Latin.  But being for the Eisteddfod, all the songs had to 
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be in Welsh, and also sung from memory. I am trying to 
learn Welsh, so having to learn these songs has been 
both a challenge but also a real help in making some 
progress with the language. As I write, the Eisteddfod 
was just last week, and it went extremely well - and I 
managed to remember most of my words! 
 
Blaenau Ffestiniog is renowned for its weather - the 
second wettest place in Wales, I'm led to believe - and 
we've certainly had some wild storms recently.  But I 
would have you know that I not only manage to go 
walking in the mountains most weeks, I have also been 
swimming in mountain lakes on a number of occasions. 
Wonderful! 
 
So, much as I miss the East Sussex Guild and a few 
other friends, I'm very pleased to have moved from the 
South-East to the North-Western corner of Wales, right 
in the midst of Snowdonia. It really is a very beautiful 
part of the world if you like wilder spaces, mountain 
peaks and interesting coasts.  Sue and I have been able 
to rent a wonderful old school house with plenty of 
space and newly renovated. If any of you happen to be 
in the area and would care to stop by, you'd be most 
welcome to visit: 
 
Ty Ysgol Glanypwll, Bleanau Ffestiniog LL41 3NW. 
 
I should still be on the Guild's list, but here are my 
contact details again:  
 
 07817-287995, shantikara@gmail.com 
 
Wishing you all the very best, for the Exhibition and 
beyond.  Hwyl am y tro! (Goodbye for now!)  
 

Robert Exon 
 
A couple of photos to accompany Robert’s letter: 

He’s certainly keeping busy! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

A Further Email from Robert 
 
Hi again Margaret, 
 
And here's Robert at his first dyeing day with the Llyn 
Guild - lovely colours from cherry bark, walnut hulls, 
elderflower, dahlia flowers, red cabbage, spearmint, 
onion skins with iron, comfrey, blackberry and sweet pea 
flowers. 
 

 
 
Had a lot of fun - could have found my next addiction! 
 
Love to all, 

Robert ☺ 

 
Alfriston Clergy House 
 
Across the country wheels are about to emerge from 
lofts and garages. Grandchildren are delightfully 
showing grandpas just how easy it is to spin and knitters 
may have succumbed to the spinning bug. Guild 
members have been sharing our amazing craft with 
visitors at Alfriston Clergy House on Wednesdays during 
the summer school holidays.  We displayed natural dyed 
yarns, in keeping with age of the Clergy House (14th 
century), a range of equipment and finished work 
 
The days have been non-stop and we often had a queue 
of people keen to have a go. We gave everyone a short 
introduction and demonstrated carding and drop spindle 
spinning. One of our team members did something 
ingenious with pencils and fleece. Visitors then had a go 
on our wheels; everyone succeeded in spinning, 
including a little two and half year old whose grin was 
magical.  Visitors proudly took away their spinning. One 
gentleman who, as a variation to ‘now I will take my 
wheel out of the loft’ was going home to take a spare 
bicycle wheel out of his loft to craft into a wheel – re-
cycling! 
 
We certainly proved to be an added attraction for 
visitors, encouraging local people to attend our 
exhibition and perhaps to join our Guild, while 
generating interest in the craft of spinning and weaving 
to people who may well pick up our craft when they 
return home.  
 
Finally, a huge thank you to all who joined me – the 
days were fun and full of laughter and learning.  
 

Rachel Hills 
September 2018 
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LINDSAY ROBB’S WHEELS 
 
A further update from Lindsay in Canada: 
 
My newsletter arrived today and it was a pleasant shock 
when I turned the page and I see…hey, that’s my 
wheel!  Nice to see someone interested in these things - 
I’m afraid anyone I know here is bored to tears of my 
wheel talk! 
  
I haven’t shown you my pride and joy yet.  She’s my 
favourite wheel now (although I think my favourite is 
whatever one I’m currently spinning), in large part 
because I did a LOT of DIY on her.  She consumed my 
2-week Christmas and I loved every minute of it! 
  
I had mentioned her to you back in August when I 
picked up another CPW at a nearby auction for $20.  It 
was just by chance and since there are so few spinners 
around, I felt obliged to rescue her.  Someone had 
carefully taken the whole thing apart and I thought I 
could get her spinning again.  She needed a new flyer 
and bobbin of course but I totally lucked out and found a 
fire-damaged CPW at Christmas from a museum here.  
I’ve given the intact flyer and bobbin to the auction 
wheel, but I’ll eventually have to have them remade to 
rescue the fire wheel.  Phew! 
  
So, it was the wheel rim on the auction wheel that had 
so much damage and I believe most came from being 
taken apart repeatedly, so I glued the shizzle out of 
everything.  I aim for a working wheel in the end, no 
authentic repairs around here.  I’ve put a bunch of the 
photos and I did a little ‘blog’ on a Facebook spinning 
page that some people followed as I went along.  I was 
super proud of her and knew I’d have to paint her to hide 
the repairs but then I cleaned the table…  Ugh, I couldn’t 
bear to cover it up.  A huge rectangle of 2 inch 
hardwood with beautiful grain!  So, she was partially 
painted.  I ended up with many rim repairs and two 
broken spokes but getting the hub and spokes 
reattached to the rim and finally seeing the wheel spin 
true with no wobble was an accomplishment!  She’d 
been taken apart for so long that even getting the legs 
and uprights back in place took some sanding.  The cast 
iron tension had rusted but I’ve found that a really strong 
Murphy’s Oil Soap soak will blast off a LOT of the crud 
accumulated on these wheels over the years.   
 

 
 
 

 

 

The ‘Rescue’ Wheel – Before The ‘Rescue’ Wheel – After 
 

 

And, of course I keep collecting them.  Not entirely my 
fault this time, I swear!  The fire wheel I got just to steal 
the flyer, bobbin and footman but now I think I’ll have to 

fix her up.  I offered her FREE online to anyone who 
could pick her up, but no takers.  It would only cost 
about $125 CDN to have the flyer/bobbin made and the 
footman for these can easily be a coat hanger. 
  
And then there was this little beauty that only need a 
paint job.  She’s another CPW but a tiny Alfred Paradis 
wheel – 1920-1946.  She’s one of the smallest CPWs 
and many people don’t think she should be in that 
category since her wheel is only 23”.  It’s just a made-up 
category, so I don’t see the fuss.  I like to call them 
‘Quebec wheels’ and be done with it.  Her tilt tension 
system is not ideal – it doesn’t hold 100% well.  I’ve 
spun some flicked Finn on her though and she’s good as 
long as her tension holds. 
 
 

 
  
The ‘Paradis’ Wheel – Before  The ‘Paradis’ Wheel - After 

 
At least I’ve got my wheels!  Nothing much else seems 
to happen in my life lately.  I don’t want to jinx it but 
there is a small chance of a job in New Brunswick in a 
year or so.  They’ve actually discussed me at a 
manager’s meeting, but its federal government run so 
then there was a manager/co-ordinator shuffle before 
Christmas and it will take a while for everyone to get 
settled into their new roles before they start thinking 
about me again.  Fingers crossed!  I think retiring on the 
east coast would be a wonderful compromise to not 
being able to get back to the UK for work. 
  
Hope you are all staying warm!  This is our first day 
above -23C and it feel tropical!  It’s been down below -
30C every night for the past 3 weeks and we got to -40C 
one night.  Not totally unusual for here, but the length 
and the month are odd.  Roll on Spring!! 
  
Take care.      Lindsay 
 
 
JUNE VISIT BY TRUDIE JACOBS 
 

 
 

This picture is a Meissen ceramic panel hanging in the 
museum at Sandringham House. I had to take the 
picture as there is so much wrong with it.  
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MEDIA MATERIAL  
 
This will be of interest to members, like me, who 

crochet: 

Linda Skuja, the fab crochet designer behind Eleven 

Handmade talked about S and Z twist yarns a few 

months ago on her Instagram feed. This is part of what 

she has said: 

'I've seen people saying - there is no difference between 

knitting and crochet yarns. When in fact - THERE IS! 

And that difference is called YARN TWIST.... 

Z-Twisted yarns are more suited for crochet with the 

right hand because the crochet process itself is Z-

twisting the yarn a little bit (but it can make a big 

difference on larger items). Your crochet piece will 

simply look better if you choose Z-twisted yarn. However 

- if you're a lefty - S-twist will be your friend. BUT the 

problem is - the majority of yarns are S-twisted and are 

produced with knitting in mind. I rarely see a Z-twisted 

yarn and what I would love to see is not only more Z-

twisted yarns, but also labels that say "This yarn is Z-

twisted'. 

I certainly didn’t realise that!  This is surely a really 
good reason to use hand-spun yarn for crochet!! 
 

Margaret Hemmings 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
There is a type of solitary bee called the Wool Carder 
Bee (Anthidium manicatum).  It is often spotted in 
gardens in summer on plants such as lamb’s ear.  This 
bee can be easily recognised by the yellow spots on the 
abdomen.  The males also have spines at the tips of 
their abdomen, which can be used to kill other bees in 
their territory.   
 
Taken from an article on Solitary Bees in the August 
2019 issue of Countryfile Magazine. 
 

Did you know that the humble spinning wheel was once 

a symbol of patriotic fervor in America? Colonial women 
in the years before the Revolution created their own 
homespun cloth as a way to disrupt the British monopoly 
on the textile market. In fact, spinning played such an 
important role in the conflict that the Daughters of the 
American Revolution chose a spinning wheel as a 
symbol for their organization. 

It all started with Britain’s attempt to protect one of their 

biggest industries, textiles. Colonists imported most of 
their textiles from Britain, and wool production in the 
colonies was discouraged since Britain saw America as 
a supplier of raw materials for England’s factories. 
England could then sell the manufactured goods to the 
colonies at a handsome profit. 

 

But early Americans had other ideas. By the end of the 

1600s, America was exporting wool, which outraged 
England and led to the Wool Act of 1699, prohibiting the 
colonies from exporting wool, wool yarn, and wool cloth. 

The passage of the Wool Act lit the fires of resentment 

in the colonies and many people resisted by making 
cloth from flax and hemp—and producing their own 
essential clothing instead of buying British imports. 

The homespun clothing movement really gained steam 

when the Daughters of Liberty turned to their spinning 
wheels. This group of patriotic women organized mass 
spinning “bees’’ in town squares, churches, and private 
homes. Once the war started, they gathered to spin and 
sew uniforms for the Continental Army. 

During Sheep-to-Shawl at Philipsburg Manor, 

interpreters demonstrate 18th-century spinning and 
weaving techniques similar to those used by the 
Daughters of Liberty. Although the owners of Philipsburg 
Manor sided with England during the Revolution and 
bought their textiles from Britain, it’s certain there were 
patriotic spinners among the manor’s many tenant farm 
households! 

This article was taken from ‘Spinning Patriotic 

Sentiment in Colonial America’ courtesy of Historic 
Hudson Valley. 
 
THRUMS 
 
Twinkle, Twinkle, pretty spindle, 
Let the white wood drift and dwindle 
Oh! We weave a damask doublet  
For my love’s coat of steel. 
Hark! The timid turning treadle  
Crooning soft old-fashioned ditties,  
To the low slow murmur of the  
Brown, round wheel. 
Old Irish song 
 
 
The nursery rhyme ‘Hickory, dickory, dock’ is first known 
from the miniature book published in 1744 ‘Tommy 
Thumb’s Pretty Song Book’ *In this the spelling is 
‘Hickere, Dickere, Dock’ which is thought probably to 
have originated in one of the North Country sheep 
counting systems **. In the Westmorland version Hevera 
is 8, Devera is 9 and Dick is 10. In these old Celtic-
derived languages ‘Dick’ is very commonly used for 10. 
 
*Google this to see some illustrated pages. 
**Look up ‘Yan, tan tethera’ in Wikipedia.  
 
 
 
 
Please note that any views expressed in the 
newsletter are the writer’s own and may not 
necessarily reflect those of the committee. 
 

https://janiecrow.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d1fc77784182d91c2e5a54b77&id=46c411c2b6&e=9b7b3609a0
https://janiecrow.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d1fc77784182d91c2e5a54b77&id=46c411c2b6&e=9b7b3609a0


 

 

EAST SUSSEX GUILD OF WEAVERS, SPINNERS & DYERS -  
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

 
Please complete this form in BLOCK letters 
To Membership Secretary, I wish to join / renew my membership of the East Sussex Guild  
(delete one) 
 
Title: …………… Surname: ……………………… Forename: ……………………………….. 
 
Postal address:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Postcode: ………………… Telephone No. incl code: ………………………………………… 
 
Email address: …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Please sign below agreeing that you have read the GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) policy 
document and that your personal information (and that of anyone else sharing it) may be held on computer 
by the Guild for internal use only.  You have the right to see information held about you by the Guild if you 
ask to do so. 
 
SIGNED: ………………………………………………… DATED: ……………………….     2019/2020 
 
Please complete below the details you are willing to have about you on a circulated Membership List.  If 
you do not write anything, your name will still appear on the Membership List but without any contact 
details, just the town where you live. 
 
Title:  ………………   Surname: ……………………………..   Forename: …………………………………. 
 
Postal address:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………,,,,,,,,, 
 
Postcode: ……………………… Telephone No. incl code: ………………………………………….. 
 
Email address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
I would like my copies of the Newsletter emailed   (   )   OR  printed  (   ) (tick one) 
 
Annual Subscription:  Standard £20 (   )  Family (at one address) £32  (   )  Student £6   (   ) 
 
Optional extra:   4 issues of The Journal from the Association of Guilds at a discounted rate of £16 
(Please note: this can only be ordered from October 2019 to 17th January 2020 and will be available 
for collection at meetings.  Regrettably it has become too costly to post journals out to members under this scheme) 

If you wish to have a copy sent direct to your address, you can order it by visiting the Journal’s website: 
www.journalwsd.org.uk  or email: subs@journalwsd.org.uk or you can write to: Sarah Pape, 2 Rothley Hall, Longwitton, 
Northumberland E61 4JX, sending your cheque for £18 payable to the Journal for Weavers Spinners & Dyers. 
 

If you are posting this form and would like a receipt and your member’s card sent to you, please enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope, otherwise your receipt and member’s card will be available for collection at 
the next meeting. 
 
To: Membership Secs, Peter and Carol Goodman, 74 Westfield Crescent, Patcham, Brighton BN1 8SA  
Telephone: 0781 8408 722 

 
I wish to join / renew my membership of the ESGWSD (delete one)  £ …………….. 
I wish to order The Journal for 2020 at the discounted rate of £16   £ …………….. 
   (to be collected at meetings only) 
Please make your cheque payable to East Sussex Guild WSD  TOTAL  £ …………….. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………  Date:  ………………………2019/2020 

 
 

http://www.journalwsd.org.uk/
mailto:subs@journalwsd.org.uk


 

 

EAST SUSSEX GUILD OF WEAVERS SPINNERS AND DYERS 
 

General Data Protection Regulation 2018 (GDPR)  Notice 
 

 

Key Terms:  

 

Data Controller  Anybody (person or organisation) who decides what personal data to 

collect and how to process it. 

 

Data Subject Any living person about whom you collect, hold or use personal 

information. 

 

Data Protection Lead (DPL) The person in your organisation who makes sure you comply 

with the General Data Protection Regulation 2018 

 

Data Processing From the moment someone’s details are taken to the moment their file is 

finally shredded or deleted, data about them is being ‘processed’. 

 

Personal Data Any information about a living person could be personal data, from name 

and phone number to family history or financial details 

 

 

1. The Chair and Membership Secretary will take responsibility equally as the Data 

 Protection Lead (DPL). 

2. Each Member will supply, upon joining the Guild or renewing membership, up-to-date 

 details as follows: Name, Postal Address, Telephone number, Email address.  This 

 information will be available to the Chair, Membership Secretary, the Treasurer and 

 Data Protection Lead for Guild use only. 

3. All data will be securely stored and this storage will conform to the legal requirement 

 of the GDPR 2018. It will be retained by the Guild until you notify us that you no 

 longer wish to be a Member. 

4. Data will be removed from the contact list at the request of the Data Subject. 

5. Ex-members MUST destroy all Guild data lists; current members MUST destroy out-

 dated lists. 

6. The Data Collection notice will form part of the notes given to new members and will 

 be retained as long as the Privacy Policy of this Guild continues. 

7. This policy will be re-addressed at each AGM for any necessary revisions, legislation 

 changes and changes of responsibility within the Guild. 

8. If at any point you wish to see what data of yours we hold, or if you believe it is 

 incorrect, you can request to see this data and have it corrected or deleted. 
 

 

This notice accompanies the Membership Application/Renewal form and should be retained by Members.   

 

September 2019 
 
 


